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A Note from the CEO
Happy new year everyone! 

What a start to 2022 for many of our members 
and our community. The Facey Group Staff and 
Committee extend their thoughts and best wishes 
to those affected by the fires in and around 
Narrogin, Wickepin and Corrigin. Facey Group is 
playing a role in helping to keep track of feed and 
assistance and thanks to all who have put their 
names down. We are endeavouring to help as the 
requests come to us. Lots more work ahead of us.

We are privileged to host several new and 
innovative research and extension projects this 
year. Amy Bowden has outlined our current 
and finishing projects in her report and we look 
forward to sharing these with you over the year. 

Sadly, we have had to cancel a few of our events 
so far. The uncertainty with COVID and mandates 
and the strain the fires have put on our community 
have meant less support for our events. But we are 
‘getting with the times’ and looking at other ways 
to share our work and provide you with valuable 
information. We aim to do a few more field walks 
to showcase our projects during the year.

Dr Kelly Pearce, Facey Group Chief Executive Officer

We are really excited in the office also to welcome 
a new staff member next week. Bronwyn Dew 
will join us in a Business Manager/Deputy CEO 
position. I will be staying on for the year in the 
CEO role and will combine this with study and 
other commitments. Bronwyn brings some 
incredible skills to our group in financial and 
project management, health and safety, project 
development and much more. Bronwyn comes to 
us from the Shire of Cuballing, where she has been 
the Deputy CEO for several years and in recent 
months, the Acting CEO. 

We hope you enjoy our first newsletter for the 
year. Our Communication Coordinator Katrina 
has officially started in the role, and she has put 
together some excellent information for you.

Kelly
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Facey Findings
The fires – certainly a hot topic and my thoughts go out to all affected. It is 
certainly a shocking situation we all hope to never find ourselves in and we 
wish for the best recovery outcomes possible for our neighbours and fellow 
farmers. 

The initial shock and clean-up is a big task but sometimes more daunting is the thought of what to do 
with bare paddocks when the break of the season is likely still weeks, if not months away. This thought 
applies not only to burnt country but any bare country susceptible to wind erosion,  whether after strategic 
cultivation programs or overgrazed sands. 

Unfortunately, but thankfully, we have neighbouring farming communities who have been through this 
before and are willing to share their experience in how best to manage, which I’ve tried to summarise 
below. Obviously the best bet is to get cover established as soon as possible – but with subsoil moisture 
well below chasing depth and no rain on the horizon – when should you drag out the seeder and scratch in 
either some fodder, or long season crop or just a short term cover crop? 

The answer is not so simple and really depends on which soil type you have – likely it will be one to manage 
paddock by paddock and even by soil type zone. 

If you are just disturbing lighter sandier soils or the profile is too dry it will be left even more susceptible to 
erosion than the very frustrating scenario of doing nothing and leaving it to see what mother nature brings. 
In some situations, the fire will have caused a crust to form on the soil surface, or plant root matter may 
still be intact just below the soil surface despite the above-ground residue being burnt off, and so the best 
strategy to protect your soil will be to do nothing for now. Remember not to feel guilty about doing nothing 
and just take it day by day, step by step.

Tillage, whether seeding or not, is a possible strategy to increase ridges in the paddocks and reduce 
movement but only in soil types with a clay percentage where you are actually forming/bringing up clods. 
Claying is an option to get some clods on those sandier soils but will be expensive ($500-700/ha approx.) and 
requires good technical management. If it was something you were considering before the fires occurred 
this may fast-track your decision but finding good quality clay, getting it spread at a high enough rate and 
then leaving it as a cover to incorporate just before seeding is a big task. It will however have additional 
long term benefits such as reducing non wetting but not a job to be rushed into without good planning and/
or expertise. 

Waiting for a rainfall event is the best bet to avoid additional wind erosion caused by seeding disturbance 
and potential furrow fill issues resulting in a poor germination. Once the region receives a rainfall event 
(10mm on sands-20mm on heavier soils), temporarily wetting up the profile, ideally a quick growing low-
cost crop like barley and/or millet should be planted. No fertiliser is necessary unless you are planning to 
carry it through as a winter pasture. Canola is especially hard to establish and more susceptible to wind 
damage once emerged along with other broadleaf options. 

Once cover is achieved whether by sown fodder/cover or even volunteer weeds/protected buried sub 
clover seed (possibly) in unseeded areas, these should be left to establish until they have at least 50% cover 
(about 800kg/ha dry matter, or early stem elongation) with a well anchored root system before attempting 
to terminate or graze. 

Soil Recovery of Bare or Burnt Country
By Helen Wyatt -  Elders Agronomist & Facey Group Secretary 
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Facey Findings Cont.
Protecting the very fragile areas close to houses, gardens, sheds, yards, gateways and laneways is also 
important. Being smaller areas we can use higher cost options such as binding spray, claying, gravel, old 
hay or straw to give a full cover. A dust-free living and working environment is particularly important.

Two binding spray options include:
Gluon is a PVA style polymer that has a strong film forming skin to veneer open ground, and is what they 
used for high risk contaminated soils (currently using at Bridgetown with the Pine post plant).  Target rate 
is 500 lts/ha Gluon for short term (3 months) and 1000 lts/ha Gluon for long term (12 months plus). Use a 
1:5 mix with water and just coat ground with fire hose - Fire break booms/boomsprays are not suitable as 
output is not high enough even with high volume nozzles. The volume of Gluon per area is more important 
than the water ratio. This is probably the best option for around houses/yards/more precious smaller areas 
as cost is approx. $0.23/m2+ or $2300/ha. It is available in 1000lt ex Perth at $4600/IBC. 
For more information click this link: Rainstorm Gluon500 Batching and Application

The second option is DustJel, a superabsorbent polymer that will cover a large area with little active 
product, it forms a weak film but will last up to 2 to 3 months. Mixed with water at 1 Lt/4000-5000lts water 
and if applied using a fine agricultural spray system will cover a large area and hold with a thin veneer. 
Easier to apply but doesn’t last as long, probably not the best for the really fragile areas but may be a 
solution for the larger areas/almost broad acre.  The coverage will be determined by the spray rates so long 
as the ground is fully covered a rate as low as 50ml to 100ml/m2 of the mix may be enough. This equates 
to 20 and 25 lts/ha for the DustJel so a much cheaper prospect at around $310/ha. Unfortunately they still 
recommend 500-1000l/ha of the mix total applied (fire ute/water truck rates) – hard to get that rate out of 
a boomspray - but one company are doing a bit of work at even lower water rates e.g. 200L/ha of mix – up 
the DustJel to 5lt/5000l water mix to maintain 20-25L/ha. This would be the same cost just trying lower 
application rates. 
For more information click this link: DustJel Product Data Sheet

Molasses is another option but only short term under 4 weeks as highly soluble and currently product is in 
short supply.

Sulphate of Ammonia also could be used as per lime dumps but also likely to be short term and affected by 
disturbance and rain.

If you choose to use any product ensure traffic is eliminated/minimised and when applying work backwards 
to avoid uncovered tracks.

If you have any questions, just want to chat or want any guidance on what to do please contact Facey Group 
or your local agronomist or one of these contacts below who have experienced the same overwhelming 
scenario and are willing to help.

Acknowledgement to these resources for the great information and especially the people of Esperance 
(SEPWA) & Pinery (GRDC) for collating them. I’d encourage all to have a read through should we ever find 
ourselves in the same situation. More information, details and specific case studies can be found here:
GRDC Technical Resources Manual for Farm Fire Recovery
GRDC Managing Bare Soils Following A Fire Article
SEPWA - Settling the Dust. Lessons Leant From the 2015 Esperance Fires 
Rainstorm Dust Control - Dust Suppression Specialist
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AgREC Update
Over the summer we have been working hard to both finalise existing projects 
and secure new projects that are aligned with the research priorities of Facey 
Group’s members. Our research booklet will be available in March to members 
and will outline relevant findings from our research projects. To keep our 
members informed, we have summarised below some of Facey Group’s finalised, 
continuing and new research projects for 2022.

Finalised Projects:
Lime Trial – GRDC (seasons 2018-2021): This project aimed to quantify the value of lime applications 
by different incorporation methods and at different application rates, and compare the economic and 
agronomic returns of each. 

Optimising Crop Establishment – GRDC (2018-2021): Following on from the research Facey Group growers 
were involved with in 2018 with the crop establishment survey, this project focused on canola seeder set 
ups, with the aim to establish guidelines for optimum sowing recommendations that are tailored to be 
more seasonal and machine specific. 

Barley Grass – GRDC (2020-2021): This project aimed 
to demonstrate and validate the implementation of 
integrated weed management strategies to control 
barley grass in low rainfall zone farming systems. 

Canola Establishment – COGGO (2020 – 2021): The 
canola wetter project aimed to investigate the use 
of wetting agents, applied directly to canola seed, to 
understand the impact it had on crop establishment 
and end of season yield in water repellent soils.

Harvest Loss Project – (GRDC, GGA): This project 
aims to quantify harvest grain losses across all of the 
major crops in the Western Region. Grain losses under 
different harvester configurations and settings were 
measured, to benchmark grain losses locally and assist 
producers to maximise harvester throughput capacity 
while maintaining acceptable losses.

Ongoing Projects:
Organic Soil Ameliorant - (GRDC, CFIG): A range of commonly available approaches to increase the fertility 
of ‘gutless’ soils in the medium and high rainfall zones of WA are being evaluated. This project applies a 
combination of organic amendments and amelioration methods, to determine the grain yield benefit over 
three years. The return on investment for each approach will be evaluated to guide growers on the most 
profitable approach to improving poor productivity soils. 

By Amy Bowden

Project Updates

2021 Optimising Crop Establishment trial site, 
located at Shaun Wittwer’s.
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Double Break - (GRDC, WMG): The objective of 
this trial is to demonstrate that growing canola 
followed by a high value legume can lead to 
an effective and profitable double break crop 
sequence. The contribution of an early sowing 
date versus a traditional sowing date to increase 
the profitability of these crops will also be 
evaluated. 

Cover Cropping - (RAA, Southern Cross Uni): 
Facey Group is evaluating multiple trial sites over 
the 2021-2022 summer to better understand how 
various cover crop species can benefit soil health, 
moisture and function, compared to summer 
fallow. In 2022, impacts on the growth and yield 
of subsequent winter crops will be investigated.

Plant Based Soil Amelioration - (Soil CRC, 
Murdoch Uni): Facey Group is working with 
Murdoch University to determine perennial and annual pasture/ forage legume options for shaping 
rhizosphere processes to improve soil function, and ultimately improve grain yields on low fertility white 
sand soils.

Stubble Height – (GRDC, Liebe): This project will provide regionally relevant information that can be 
evaluated by grain growers to provide greater awareness and increased understanding of the impacts of 
changing stubble height on the whole farming system. By March 2025, growers will have the knowledge and 
understanding of how differing stubble architectures contribute value to their farming system, understand 

the different costs involved, can acknowledge 
the risk/reward profile and use this knowledge to 
make profitable adoption decisions.

Upcoming Projects:
Pasture NVT: This Facey Group in-house project 
will measure the growth, performance and grazing 
potential of various pasture species within the 
local environment. 

Long Season Wheat - (GRDC, STC): Facey Group 
will sow two long season Wheat varieties (Illabo 
and Denison) which will be grazed.  A variety of 
soil and crop characteristics will be measured 
between the two varieties under grazed and 
ungrazed conditions. An economic analysis will 
be conducted following harvest to determine the 
economic benefit or cost of growing and grazing 
these two varieties.  

AgREC Update Cont.

Facey Group’s Summer Cover Cropping trial site at Caen Taylor’s

Mid-April sown chick pea crop in double break trial, 
located at Kim Sand’s
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Grain Legume - (GRDC, GGA): This project aims to 
demonstrate yield potential across two different 
sowing times (Mid April and Mid May) on a variety 
of chick pea, faba bean, pea and vetch varieties. 
A farmer scale trial will also assess two different 
varieties of faba bean and their yield potential, with 
performance of the following year’s cereal crops to 
be recorded for both sites.  

Future Carbon - (DPIRD, Soil CRC, WANTFA): This 
project aims to trial, measure and demonstrate crop 
sequencing and new technologies that can improve 
soil fertility, mitigate greenhouse gas emissions and 
sequester organic carbon in crop production systems 
that have traditionally struggled to accumulate 
carbon. 

Saltbush Carbon - (DPIRD, Soil CRC, WNRM): 
This project will scope the viability of saltbush to 
sequester carbon and provide data to make the case 
for the development of a Methodology under the 
Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011. 
A time-sequencing approach will be used to measure 
actual sequestration rates using existing stands aged 
up to 35 years.  

Weed Chipper - (Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment, UWA): Facey Group is collaborating 
with the University of Western Australia to develop and trial the Weedchipper II prototype, which has the 
ability to mechanically control weeds in-crop. 

Falling Number Trends – (GRDC, STC): This project aims to collect data to assist the research in the medium 
to rainfall zones of WA regarding varietal susceptibility, time of sowing and time of rainfall and the impact 
on falling numbers at harvest. 

Scoping Study for Soil Management in Livestock Grazing Systems – (Soil CRC, MLA): This scoping study 
aims to provide MLA with a clearer understanding of the current state of soil related RDE&A in relation to the 
livestock industries, by identifying livestock production and feedbase management options that should be 
pursued in the future to improve sustainability and productivity through enhanced soil performance.

We always want to hear from our members regarding challenges you face to your business, cropping 
program and livestock program. The more information we have, the more we can tailor events and research 
to address these constraints to productivity. 

To contact Amy: 
agrec@faceygroup.org.au
0409 868 514

AgREC Update Cont.

2021 Lime Incorperation trial site, located at Craig Jespersen’s
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Members NEWS
Pop Up Summer Field Walk - 3rd February 2022
In February, Facey Group hosted our first event for 2022 in the form of a Pop up Summer Field Walk located 
at Audrey & Daniel Bird’s and Caen Taylor’s. Attendees first toured the stubble height trial site, which is a 
four year stripper and disc vs draper and tyne systems comparison, funded by GRDC. 
Next we visited two summer cover cropping trial sites on the Bird’s property, which are evaluating single 
and multispecies cover crops and the effect they have on soil health, moisture and subsequent winter crop 
growth in 2022, compared to typical summer fallow. Species at these sites include pasture mixes, cow pea, 
lab lab, sunflower, sunhemp, sudan grass and millet, plus more. This project is funded by the Regenerative 
Agriculture Alliance and Soil CRC. Audrey Bird then gave a run down on the Bird’s confinement feeding and 
deferred grazing of improved pasture system, detailing their adoption process and the benefits they have 
subsequently seen to sheep health and lamb survival. 
The field walk then shifted to Caen Taylor’s to view his summer cover cropping trial site, where he shared 
his experiences and findings with summer cover crops. Murdoch University also gave an update on the Soil 
CRC funded project trial sites located at David Quatermaine’s (Harrismith) and Alan Manton’s/Kelly Pearce’s 
(Bullaring), where Murdoch and Facey Group are investigating plant based solutions for poor productivity 
soils. 
A huge thank you to our field walk hosts and all attendees, we hope you enjoyed the field walk as much as 
we did. A sincere thank you to Dr. Neil Ballard (Global Pasture Consultants) and Dr. Luca De Prato and Dr. 
Richard Bell (Murdoch University) for their knowledgeable contributions to the field walk. 

Report by Amy Bowden, AgREC Coordinator
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Animal Health Update
The Political Myths of Methane

The emissions tantrums in Canberra turned 
towards the absurd recently, when a certain 
politician stated (with a little paraphrasing to 
clear up the word salad): “To reduce methane 
emissions by 30% by 2030, you would have to 
grab a rifle and start shooting your cattle.” This 
disgraceful, inflammatory politics denies the 
facts and … no surprise … the role played by the 
government over the past 8 years in preventing 
methane becoming a non-issue.

The real story begins in 2007, an R&D program 
based on partnerships between industry and 
government, funded to the tune of about $10m 
per year, that had one simple goal: “deliver 
knowledge and technologies to enable producers 
to … significantly reduce methane emissions while maintaining livestock productivity.”

I was a university representative on the national steering committees for this program. I was not paid and I 
received no funding from them. From my neutral position, I state categorically that, in my 40-odd years in 
research management, this was an amazingly efficient and successful R&D program.

Where was the science when this story began?
In 2007, we struggled to measure the amount of methane produced by sheep and cattle, let alone imagine 
ways to prevent the emissions. In fact, we thought that blocking methane production would kill the animals 
because methane synthesis in the rumen mops up spare hydrogen and thus prevents a deadly build-up of 
acid (acidosis).

Why was the program so effective?
From the beginning, national steering committee imposed several criteria: i) There was to be a mix of funding 
sources (state and federal governments, R&D corporations, industry); ii) Funding would only be offered 
to projects that were national and collaborative (amazingly, everybody suddenly started collaborating); 
iii) Management would be ‘light on its feet’, using less than 5% of the funding for administration; iv) The 
management committee would make stop/go funding decisions quickly as evidence of success or failure 
rolled in.

There were three 3-year periods. Period 1: Testing a wide variety of options to capture as many ideas as 
possible, with early outcomes used to re-direct resources towards projects where success seemed more 
likely. Period 2: Sharpen the focus even more, effectively funding projects that looked certain to be 
implemented by industry. Period 3: Industry implementation of the top half-dozen ‘winners’.

Great outcomes from the first two 3-year periods
By the end of the first 6years: i) Australia and NZ had become world-leaders in livestock methane biology; 

By Emeritus Prof. Graeme Martin - UWA
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Animal Health Update
The Political Myths of Methane

ii) We had developed ways to measure methane emissions from individuals and groups of animals, in the 
laboratory and on-farm, and with real precision – a pre-requisite for the subsequent discoveries; iii) We 
found that blocking methane production in the rumen did not kill the animals but, in fact, improved their 
productivity; iv) We found that farmers could use genetics to reduce methane production; v) We found at 
least one dietary additive (red algae) greatly reduces methane emissions; vi) We developed a list of forages 
that reduce methane emissions by grazing sheep and cattle.

Essentially, Periods 1 and 2 had massively over-achieved in the R&D mission, and showed that we could 
make methane trivial while improving profitability. We had transformed methane science and we were on 
the brink of transforming livestock industries. Worldwide.

So, what happened in Period 3?
On-farm implementation was cancelled by the newly-elected Abbott government, leading to poor industry 
uptake of the new technologies, delayed progress towards climate change targets, and a rapid loss of newly 
trained scientists because (if they could not be deployed elsewhere, they simply abandoned Australia). 
Just as bad was the loss of transparency – it became very difficult to access the project reports. This was 
a pitiful outcome from $60m investment in a world-class R&D program that made us into world leaders. 
“Technology, not taxes”, anyone?

On a happier note, we have not lost everything. Some industry groups and R&D organizations struggled on 
and achieved success against the odds – for example, developing red algae as a feed additive for feedlots. 
Meat & Livestock Australia, having helped fund the first two Periods, knew about the R&D and was able to 
commit the red meat industries to net zero by 2030 (yes, 2030!). There is light on the horizon.

To finish, let me return to the tantrum: “To reduce methane emissions by 30% by 2030, you would have to 
grab a rifle and start shooting your cattle.”

Why should we even listen to these people?

By Emeritus Prof. Graeme Martin - UWA
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NEWS from Our Partners

The headlines about urea (nitrogen) shortages 
have been free-flowing in recent weeks and 
months, elevating concern among farmers 
about of a lack of availability of urea fertiliser 
next season. 

Confusing the issue is that the commentary has 
mainly been in the context of a shortage Diesel 
Exhaust Fluid (DEF), also known as the brand 
name, Adblue, Rabobank senior agriculture 
analyst, Wes Lefroy said. “DEF is made using 
Technical Grade Urea (TGU), which is similar to 
urea fertiliser, but made with a slightly different 
process. Given TGU is a different product, 
and comes from different origins to our urea 
fertiliser, do we need to be concerned about 
availability of urea fertiliser next winter?” he 
said.

“We are confident supplies will be available, although risks are much higher than usual and there is no 
doubting the current high prices and tight global supplies.” 

According to Mr Lefroy recent tenders can give some indication of supplies producers have on hand. “The 
two most recent Indian tenders were oversubscribed by more than double. Some 1.19m tonnes of urea 
was booked for the most recent December 23 tender, after offerings of 2.75m tonnes.”

“In recent weeks, we’ve started to see some nitrogen supply come back on line in Europe. Additionally, 
the International Fertiliser Association (IFA) is expecting 4 million tonne of new nitrogen production 
capacity to come on line in 2022, compared to a supply decline in 2021, which will help to ease global 
balance sheets,” he said. 

“At home over the past 12 months, we’ve seen Australian imports be remarkably resilient. Despite the 
significant ocean freight delays, a record amount of Australian urea reached our shores this year. As of the 
end of September, according to IHS Markit, over 2.5 million tonnes were imported, 360,000 tonnes more 
than the same point in 2020. Importers have also worked to bring in product slightly earlier than usual, to 
mitigate against long shipping lead times.” 

Mr Lefroy said with about four months to run before farmers will start applying urea, there are, of course, 
factors which could create shortages.

“The global market is the first factor which could de-rail local supply. If we were to see the ongoing supply 
disruptions that have plagued 2021, this would have large implications for local supply. This could be 
physical, such as hurricanes or snowstorms, or geopolitical, such as export restrictions,” he said. 

Could farmers actually be facing Urea shortages next 
season?

Wes Lefroy , Rabobank Senior Agriculture Analyst
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NEWS from Our Partners
“We’re watching the Russia and Ukraine situation very closely. Russia is a large supplier of gas into the EU, 
while a large proportion of fertilizer itself is produced by Russia and its ally Belarus. So, any interruption 
to production or further sanctions may send fertilizer prices skyward.”

“Another significant factor is local demand. Urea sales in Australia vary quite significantly on an annual 
basis. In the past five years alone, national urea sales have increased by as much as 18 per cent and 
decreased by as much as 11 per cent year-on-year, depending on the size of the crop. Exacerbating this 
are this year’s higher prices, meaning both retailers and farmers may be running less inventories to avoid 
downside price risk – leaving less available for ‘just in time’ decisions.”  

Mr Lefroy noted, it’s important to remember it’s early days for local urea supplies for next season. January 
is one of the quietest months of the year for imports, spot sales and applications. Typically, around 65 per 
cent of Australia’s imports hit our shores from March to June. 

“For growers, being in close communication with suppliers about their urea requirements will be as 
important as ever this season,” he said.

To find out more about other Rabobank research, contact Rabobank Narrogin on (08) 9890 0600 or 
subscribe to RaboResearch Food & Agribusiness Australia & New Zealand on your podcast app.
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Figure 1: The Summit Team inspect the East Pingelly trial sites during the Narrogin Field 
Tour. Image taken August 2021.

Figure 2: Yields increased significantly with increasing P rates up to 20 kg P/ha.

Figure 3: Yield results for the Manganese trial at zero to 9 units of Mn 

Summit Fertilizers Area Manager Brett Coxon had two trials examining phosphorus and manganese nutrition in Scepter wheat in the 2021 
season at Geoff Poultney’s property at East Pingelly. The trials were established on a sandy soil type.

P Rates Trial

Over the past 5 years, Summit Fertilizers has 
been involved with the GRDC on a project 
designed to gain a better understanding of the 
factors that influence wheat yield response to P 
fertiliser in current farming systems in WA. 

A recent survey has shown that soil P is 
accumulating across the region with 70% of 
soils having sufficient soil P levels. Despite 
this, trials done by Summit Fertilizers are still 
showing responses to increasing P rates.

Last year Summit carried out 6 GRDC P rate 
trials, including one trial at Geoff Poultney’s 
farm. 

The trial investigated the response of Scepter 
wheat to P rates ranging from nil to 40 kg P/
ha. The trial was sown on May 19th 2021 and 
received 413 mm of growing season rainfall 
(166mm above average).  Colwell P values were 
23 mg/kg at 0-10cm and 5 mg/kg at 10-30cm. 

All plots in the trial (except for the control 
plots) received basal levels of fertilizer which 
included nitrogen, potassium, sulphur, copper, 
manganese and zinc.

Harvest results (figure 2) show that yields 
significantly increased with increasing P rates 
up to 20 kg P/ha. The average yield across all 
treatments was 2.4 t/ha.

Yields ranged from 1.35 t/ha at the control plots 
(no fertilizer) up 3.0 t/ha where 20 kg/P ha was 
applied.

Manganese Trial

Adjacent to the P rates trial, Brett Coxon has also 
established a Manganese trial which examined:

• A range of Mn rates;
• Different Mn sources - supplied within MAP-
base granules (compound) vs blended with MAP 
vs a foliar spray.

Harvest results (figure 3) showed increasing Mn 
rates had no significant impact on yields. The 
source of Mn used (compound vs blend) also 
had no significant impact on yields.

Yields at this trial averaged 3.87 t/ha.

For further information growers can contact 
Brett Coxon on 0427 766 506.

East Pingelly trials focus on better P and Mn nutrition
Brett Coxon - Area Manager - Narrogin - 0427 766 506
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agrimaster®

STP PHASE 2 WEBINAR WITH THE ATO 

We have recently partnered with Chantelle Weyman, the ATO Single 
Touch Payroll Director, to provide you with all the information you 
need for a smooth transition into STP Phase 2. 

STP Phase 2 will streamline the reporting obligations for the payer and 
payee, removing the need for manual reporting to multiple government 
agencies. With this, you are required to submit additional payroll 
information compared to Phase 1. 

The webinar covered: 

• A brief recap of STP Phase 1
• Summary of Closely Held Payees
• Overview of STP Phase 2
• What you need to do as an employer

Watch the recording here: 

httP-s://agmstr .com/ stP-P-hase2webinar 

FAQ: 

httP-s://agmstr.com/P-ayrollfag 
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NEWS from Our Partners
CBH is seeking interested growers to please support our outloading program and consider using your 
truck or driver/s for one of four opportunities.
With a 21.3 million tonne harvest delivered and strong export demand, we would like to be able to 
provide the WA grain industry with further capacity to meet this market demand. 
However, with tight transport resources in WA and the ever-present threat of COVID-19 disruptions to our 
supply chain, we need more trucks than ever to get your grain to port. 
There are currently four ways you can help:
1. Subcontract to an existing CBH road transporter
2. Grain Forward Haul
3. Lease your prime mover or trailer to Cropline Haulage
4. Directly contract to CBH and cart grain for select routes

For more information, please visit our website: 
https://www.cbh.com.au/storage-and-handling/grower-trucks

The CBH Growers’ Advisory Council (GAC) is now accepting nominations to join from our grower 
members.
Made up of 16 grower Councillors, the GAC meets four times a year in Perth to inform CBH of issues raised 
by growers, consider issues of a strategic nature to the Western Australian grain industry and provide 
feedback to the CBH Board and management team on initiatives that will impact growers.
Due to the expiry of the terms of sitting Councillors, there are five vacant positions on the GAC available to 
Western Australian grain growers.
• Two positions are available in District 3
• One position is available in District 4 
• One position is available in District 5
• The remaining position is available to a grower from any district, as the minimum of three 
Councillors from each district has been met.
Applications close Friday, 1 April 2022.
If you’d like to learn more, please call CBH’s Government & Industry Relations Manager Rob Dickie on (08) 
9416 6313.
Information is also available on our website, along with the Application Guide.
Visit: www.cbh.com.au/our-co-operative/growers-advisory-council

CBH Outloading Program Opportunity

Are you interested in contributing to the future of 
CBH?
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NEWS from Our Partners

ACROSS AUSTRALIA 
AND BE A PART OF 
GRAINGROWERS

www.graingrowers.com.au/membership
Please contact 1800 620 519 or membership@graingrowers.com.au

JOIN NOW! FREE MEMBERSHIP
Help build a positive future for Australian grain 
growers. We are a great resource for growers with 
innovative projects, leadership programs and latest 
news. Join today or find out more.

JOIN
GROWERS

Click here to complete survey
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Carbon for Farmers Voucher Program
To complement the State Government’s $15 million 
Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program (CF-
LRP), a new Carbon for Farmers Voucher Program 
will provide financial support for farmers to access 
expert advice on their carbon farming future.
The Carbon for Farmers Voucher Program will allow 
eligible farmers to seek advice on making the right 
investment decisions around integrating carbon 
farming into their business.
Eligible farmers planning a carbon farming 
sequestration project in the South West Land 
Division can access up to $10 000 to develop a 
vegetation or soil Land Management Strategy.
Click here for more information

Landcare Grants for Narrogin/Wickepin Bushfire 
Recovery
As part of the recovery process of the Narrogin East 
fire, if you would like to regenerate destroyed bush 
or planted vegetation, The Shire of Narrogin has 
extended the closing date of its Landcare Grants 
to Thursday 31 March.  If you are interested in 
applying for this grant you will find the guidelines 
and application form here.

Upcoming Opportunities
Financial relief for bushfire-affected Western 
Australians 
The McGowan Government announced further 
support for those affected by the impacts of recent 
bushfires in the State’s Great Southern, South-West 
and Wheatbelt regions in the form of ongoing relief 
from Synergy, Water Corporation and Western 
Power.
Read the full media statement here

REstore. REshape. REnew: This year’s must-see 
event for soil, business and farmer health
Wheatbelt NRM is proud to present a one-day event 
featuring two exciting workshops about harnessing 
natural capital for sustainable farming futures. 
REfreshed Perspectives: a practical approach to 
managing change in agricultural systems with Terry 
McCosker OAM 
REhydrate The Landscape with The Mulloon 
Institute 
Tickets cost $100 per session or $150 for the full day 
(includes all meals) 
To find more info click here

UWA Seeks Wheatbelt Livestock Farmer for Survey 
UWA PhD candidate, Megan Lewis, is on the lookout 
for Wheatbelt livestock farmers to participate in a 
short pilot survey. The 15-20 minute survey is asking 
questions about the farm, livestock treatments and 
related issues as well as a small section on dung 
beetles.  Any interested farmers should contact 
Felicity Gilbert at fgilbert@wheatbeltnrm.org.au

Have your say! National biosecurity strategy
The Australian, state and territory governments, 
through the National Biosecurity Committee, are 
developing a national biosecurity strategy with 
key partners to provide a strategic direction for the 
Australian biosecurity system through to 2030.
The national strategy will seek to align our collective 
efforts towards a common purpose and provide 
a clear commitment to prioritised action and 
investment. This will ensure Australia’s biosecurity 
system remains fit to meet the challenges of the 
next decade.
For more information click here
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Industry NEWS Cont.
WESTERN REGION

Bill Campbell Consulting

Spray Application

Tuesday 15th, March 2022

For all growers, spray operators .

Nutrien Ag Solutions Narrogin
invites all growers and spray applicators to this open workshop

Workshop

Setting-up sprayers, Mixing / batching systems

bring forward ideas including opportunities and constraints which are relevant to the grains industry.

Western Australia

Cropping Solutions Network Local 
Forum

Includes an inspection of Iandra field site after lunch

Ph 9736 1055

Faan Carlse  0437 158 144 or faan.carlse@landmark.com.au

Please RSVP for catering purposes by Thursday 10th, March 2022 to:

create enduring profitability for Australian grain growers.

This hands-on workshop is designed for growers and their employees to demonstrate how spray 
equipment should be best set-up and calibrated and how to maximise efficiency and efficacy from 
different spray technologies. It provides the opportunity to discuss the best practice for getting product to 
the target and avoiding spray drift issues, as well as delivering information on mixing/batching systems.

.

Topic: Spray equipment set-up, calibration and best practice 
             spraying and chemical mixing/batch equipment efficiency

Presenter: Bill Campbell, Application Specialist, Geraldton

10.30 am to 5 pm (lunch included)

grdc.com.au

Time:

Date:

Hillcroft Farm, 1561 Yornaning West Rd, CuballingLocation:

Bill Campbell Consulting
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Industry NEWS
Agritech startup’s innovative insect control is just 
what the grain industry ordered
On-farm storage is now a feature of many Australian 
cropping operations. But where grain goes, insects 
can follow, threatening two quality and marketability 
of stored grain and cereal. With Australia’s domestic 
and key export markets having zero tolerance of live 
pests in grain sold for human consumption, control 
of stored grain pests is a key industry priority.
Read full article here

GRDC invests in better mouse management for WA 
growers ahead of increased activity
Reports of an increase in mouse activity across 
Western Australia’s grain growing region haven’t 
come as a surprise to industry experts, who were 
expecting high numbers this year after a bumper 
harvest and significant outbreak in 2021.
Evidence of mouse activity has been observed in 
Geraldton, Kwinana West and Esperance port zones. 
Steve Henry, leading mouse expert and researcher 
officer at Australia’s national science agency, CSIRO, 
says growers were anticipating increased activity 
after grain was left behind in paddocks after a huge 
harvest.
Mr Henry says it was crucial that mouse activity 
was monitored over the coming months to ensure 
numbers don’t increase significantly throughout 
summer and autumn and to ensure growers and 
suppliers are as prepared as possible for a potential 
outbreak.
Read full article here

Does Saltbush Have Potential for Commercial 
Carbon Sequestration?
That is the question that Wheatbelt NRM will be 
seeking to answer as part of a newly awarded Carbon 
Farming and Land Restoration Program grant.
In partnership with Murdoch University, Facey 
Group and Corrigin Farm Improvement Group and 
several Wheatbelt farmers, we are thrilled to be 
announced as one of ten recipients in Round One 
of the State Government’s Carbon Farming and 
Land Restoration Program. The pioneering Program 
supports WA’s agriculture sector to respond to 
global market forces and adapt farming systems to 
incorporate carbon sequestration, while creating 
opportunities to participate in the carbon market 
and improve long term business viability.
Read full article here

Impact of Urea Shortage on your Farm Business
Risk is ever-present in the Australian agriculture 
industry. At the very least, we are operating at 
the mercy of severe weather conditions, ever-
fluctuating commodity prices, global competition 
and consumer preferences. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has brought on a unique set of challenges we have 
never encountered before. One example is the end 
of 2021; we were presented with a global shortage 
of urea - a vital chemical in keeping the Australian 
agricultural industry moving. The shortage comes 
after major urea exporting nations such as Russia 
and China have banned the product’s export to 
control the fertiliser prices within their domestic 
markets.
So what does that mean for you as a farmer? How 
severe is the impact on your farm business, and 
what can you do going forward?
Read full article here

A Sheep & Pasture Production Management Tool
There is a range of considerations when managing 
& releasing sheep from containment feeding. 
Australian Wool Innovation (AWI) has developed a 
range of publications and tools that woolgrowers 
can look to when supplementary and containment 
feeding sheep.
Read full article here

WORKSHOP CONTENT
This workshop provides a great

opportunity to learn and refine how to

implement & benefit from the use of

technology on farm

 

WICKEPIN
Wickepin Community Centre, 24 Wogolin Rd, Wickepin WA 6370

More information via  ruraledge.org.au/workshops/farm-tech-planning-making-your-data-work-for-you

Wed 9 March 2022 (9.00am – 3.30pm)

Farm Tech Workshop
Making your data work for you 

POSTPON
ED
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Industry NEWS Cont.

GMOs Vs gene edited crops & animals: Are there 
meaningful distinctions?
Producers have been breeding plants and animals 
for desired traits, including higher yields, better 
taste and flavor, and disease resistance for millennia. 
With the advent of techniques to manipulate DNA in 
the 1970s, genetic recombination between different 
species became feasible. Genetic recombination 
is used in the creation of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs), such as plants and animals that 
contain genes from another species. Following more 
recent technical developments, genome-edited 
organisms (GEOs)—organisms whose genomes are 
more directly changed to obtain desired traits—
have also been developed.
Megumi Ishii and Tetsuya Ishii from the Office 
of Health and Safety at Hokkaido University 
have provided a detailed, clearer framework 
for distinguishing between agricultural GMOs 
and GEOs, featuring scientific, ethical and social 
considerations. Their work was published in the 
journal Trends in Biotechnology.
Read full article here

The Great Lime Conundrum
Lime has a great impact on yield, soil pH, soil 
aluminium and in turn, cash flow responses. But 
the questions remain, should you lime? How much 
lime? And when should you lime?
Joining forces with GGA, Curtin University and the 
Food Agility CRC, DPIRD has been working to create 
The WA Farm Data Sharing (WAFDS) model, starting 
with liming strategies. 
Read the full article here

National flock rebuild gains momentum 
The national flock is predicted to grow by 4.9% to 
74.4 million head in 2022, reaching its highest level 
since 2013, according to Meat & Livestock Australia’s 
(MLA) latest Sheep Industry Projections.
Continued strong seasonal conditions across key 
sheep producing states of New South Wales and 
Victoria, as well as a favourable autumn and winter 
rainfall for Western Australia in 2021 were the key 
drivers in boosting the flock’s growth in 2022.
MLA’s Market Information Manager, Stephen 
Bignell, said with continued strong domestic 
production conditions and slaughter volumes 
expected to increase significantly in 2022, the 
Australian sheepmeat industry had outperformed 
expectations.
Read full article here

Optimising glyphosate for summer applications 
webinar 
High prices and supply challenges have encouraged 
growers to look at how they can get the most out 
of their glyphosate applications when controlling 
summer weeds this year.
ICAN Senior Consultant, Mark Congreve, discussed 
‘Optimising glyphosate for summer applications’ 
covering the dos and don’ts around glyphosate 
application – highlighting how to ensure growers get 
the best performance possible from this herbicide 
for summer weed management.
Watch here 
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Podcasts of the Month
ABC Earshot Podcast
Episode - The Seed Savers
One of the most intimate relationships we have is with 
the food we grow. And at the heart of that food - seeds.
Historically, the range of seeds was incredibly diverse, 
but modern agriculture, responding to the need to feed 
growing populations, has replaced the backyard farmer 
with specialized breeders, scientists and research centres.
And now food we eat has a comparatively narrow genetic 
base. Listen here

GGA Grains Convo
Episode - New technologies for monitoring crops for 
disease & Insects
Host: DPIRD Research Agronomist, Janette Pratt
Guest Speakers: DPIRD Epidemiologists Jean Galloway 
and  Dusty Severtson
In this episode you’ll learn about important early warnings 
for diseases and insects, and the new technologies that 
are being researched to aid in crop monitoring. We also 
discuss why it’s necessary to monitor crops and identify 
some key resources to learn more about crop diseases 
and insects. Listen here

Paddock Chat
Episode - To Chickpea, or not to Chickpea Part 1&2
With the high cost of crop input prices weighing on most 
farmers minds at present, WMG put the focus on chickpea 
this week as a potential high value legume option for the 
coming season.
Over the last three years, West Midlands Group trials have 
found that chickpea have yielded consistently and have 
had a competitive Gross Margin in our region despite not 
being a traditional chickpea growing area.
There is a lot of good information in this two-part episode
Listen to Part 1 here
Listen to Part 2 here
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UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2022

Origo Weather & Automative 
Technology Workshop

Thursday, 10th March
8:00am - 11:30am 

Wickepin Community Centre  
  

Taking Care of Business 
For early career farmers

** POSTPONED ** 
   

Wickepin Community Centre 
 

Women in Agriculture Day Wednesday, 20th July 
9:30am - 3:30pm 

Wickepin Community Centre  
 

Spring Field Day Walk Wednesday, 7th September
9:30am - 3:30pm 

Wickepin Community Centre  
 


