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A Note from the EO
Hello everyone, 
I hope the season is progressing well and you can 
get all your spraying and spreading done between 
all the rain events we are receiving.  

Our annual Women in Agriculture Event was held 
on the 21st July in Wickepin with roaring success. 
We had Prof. Graeme Martin talk about the 
future of farming and how the world will feed our 
children and grandchildren.Graeme will be putting 
together an article for next months newsletter for 
us so watch this space. Prof. Lyn Abbott from UWA, 
spoke about soil health and how important plant 
diversity in our cropping systems is for improving 
soil health. Facey Group have several new projects 
starting next year in this area. We also heard the 
amazing story of Chesney Moloney from Two Dogs 
Hardware in Merredin. Chesney is a dual kidney 
recipient, and she bravely shared her amazing story 
and battle to become a mum. Rhiannon Moritz 
from The Remedy Studio in Narrogin inspired us 
all to get moving and the importance of physical 
fitness for improving mental health. Ellie Bigwood 
from AWI updated us on the wool industry and 
shared some beautiful wool garments. And last 
but not least- Sabrina Hahn was a great speaker to 
end the day and shared her garden tips with great 
humour (and wine).

I would also like to remind you about our Legal 
Briefing and AWI Dinner on the 10th August in 
Wickepin. We are extremely lucky to secure Greg 
Smith from Wayland Legal, pro-bono to come 
and talk with us about the new Work Health 
and Safety Act (also referred to as the Industrial 
Manslaughter laws). Greg is a farmer’s son and also 
a very experienced Industrial Lawyer. He was the 
defense lawyer for the very first case tried under 
these new laws, so understands them implicitly. 
If you have a business that employs staff or uses 
contractors- then this talk is very important for 
you to attend. These new laws will have a direct 
impact on your businesses, and it is critical that 

Dr Kelly Pearce, Facey Group Executive Officer

we all understand our obligations. If any of your 
employees are seriously injured or hurt, you may 
receive a significant fine and jail time. Greg’s talk 
will also help you to understand the next steps you 
need to take within your business to be compliant. 
Greg will start at 4pm and then conclude at 6pm 
for a sundowner preceding our AWI Future Wool 
dinner. We hope to see as many of you stay on for 
this dinner event. We will have a tasty lamb dinner 
followed by a talk from AWI on everything from 
wool research and markets and more. Will be a 
great opportunity to catch up.

We will be hosting a SheepsBack ‘Winning with 
Weaners’ workshop in Wickepin on the 30th 
Aug. This event is aimed at improving weaner 
management and survival with practical 
strategies to improve performance. See flyer in 
the newsletter. We would love to see all our sheep 
producer members attend this event.

Till next month, stay out of the bog.
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Facey Findings
The Facey Findings puts a spotlight on past projects conducted by the group that have been presented in 
the Trials & Demonstration Results Handbook. Our resident Agronomist and Committee Secretary, Helen 
Wyatt provides a brief summary each month to showcase our work and refresh ideas. 

Incorporation	of	organic	soil	ameliorants	to	boost	productivity	of	sandy	soils	
A 3 yr joint project with CFIG & GRDC to provide evidence that incorporation of hay, stubble/straw and/or 
manure on sandy soils can lift the profitability of poor performing sandy soils by 20%.

Chicken manure (10t/ha & 5t/ha), Straw (6t/ha & 3t/ha) and Hay (6t/ha & 3t/ha), were applied; with the 
higher rates incorporated using a Mouldboard plough and the lower rates incorporated by speed tiller 
(the exception of the low rate hay was incorporated by mouldboard plough). A grower practice of only 
mouldboarding was added as a benchmark, along with an application of clay incorporated by speed tiller 
and a nil control. Unfortunately high winds occurred following seeding, which covered the trial site in sand 
resulting in furrow filling especially on ameliorated treatments.

The first year results show that:
• The addition of a low rate of hay (3t/ha via MBP) reduced the emergence of barley plants per/sqm
• The nil control had statistically significantly higher plants per/sqm compared to every treatment (due 

to lack of wind erosion) except chicken manure low and straw high. 
• Claying and Control treatments produced the highest NDVI, compared to the remaining treatments, at 

multiple points during the growing season.
• Yields were low across the trial site and it is expected that there will be more evident differences during 

the progression of the trial, as the soil profile settles and the establishment of crop across treatments 
is more even.  

This trial is now in its second year with early results soon to be released. 
Thanks to Gary Lang for hosting the site, Veronika Crouch at CFIG for leading the project and GRDC for 
funding the project.
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AgREC Update
The past couple months have been very busy with early 
season data collection occurring across all of Facey Group’s 
trial sites. We have now added ‘Facey Group Trial Site’ signs 
to the fences of all roadside trial sites, so please keep an 
eye out for these signs on your travels. Preparation for the 
2021 Spring Field Day is also well underway, so be sure to 
add the 8th September to your calendar. In line with this 
month’s trial update, we have included in this newsletter 
a fact sheet detailing how you can check the nodulation of 
the legumes in your paddocks. 

Trial	 update:	 Increasing	 the	 profitability	 of	 the	 double	
break	 rotation	 in	 the	 Medium	 Rainfall	 Zone	 of	 WA	
Wheatbelt	 through	 incorporation	of	 an	 early	 sown	high	
value	pulse.	
Trial	Site:	Kim	&	Ros	Sands	property,	East	Wickepin.
Break crops are widely acknowledged as being necessary to manage the biological constraints that 
reduce cereal crop production. While break crops have traditionally been used as a single crop in rotation, 
the use of two consecutive break crops has been shown to greatly increase cereal crop production and 
profitability, particularly as shifts in disease presence, and increases in herbicide resistance has reduced 
the effectiveness of a single break crop. 

One of the constraints in the use of a single or double break crop sequence is that the Gross Margin of the 
most commonly used break crops are generally less than growing a cereal crop. As a result, break crops are 
used sparingly by growers in crop rotations with the aim of maintaining the most profitable sequence of 
crops while maintaining reasonable control of weeds and diseases. The short term decrease in economic 
return from growing a break crop is offset by the longer term benefits of decreased production costs and 
increase the productivity of cereal crops for many years following.

The most desired traits of a break crop are to be highly effective in controlling weeds and disease while 
also being highly profitable. Current highly effective break crop options of canola and lupin are rated as 
moderate to low profitability (respectively) by growers, while pasture phases or fallow period generally 
result in a low or negative Gross Margin. The integration of high value legumes such as chickpea or lentil 
have been successful in medium to low rainfall environments of Eastern Australia to improve crop rotation 
profitability while maintaining effective weed control. Recent studies in WA found that profitable grain 
yields of both chickpea and lentil are achievable in the medium rainfall zone (MRZ) of the WA Wheatbelt. 
The impact of earlier sowing of these pulses has also been demonstrated to significantly increase the 
profitability of these high value legumes. The downside of high value legumes is that often these break 
crop options have less developed (and therefore less effective) weed management packages for the WA 
environment. 

Amy	Bowden
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The objective of this trial is to demonstrate that growing  canola, with effective weed control options, 
followed by a high value legume eg. chickpea, can lead to an effective and profitable double break crop 
sequence. The contribution of an early sowing date versus a traditional sowing date to increase the 
profitability of these crops will also be evaluated. 

The early sown chick pea treatment was sown on the 24th April, with the late sown treatment on the 18th 
May. CBA captain chickpea seed with TagTeam dry peat Group N inoculant was used, sown at a depth of 
approximately 5cm.

The abundance of early season rainfall lead to a high soil moisture profile, so each treatment germinated 
approximately one week post-seeding. Plant counts and NDVI has been assessed at each site, with the 
early-sown treatment growing much more vigorously compared to the late-sown chickpea treatment as 
indicated below. Harvest data will be collected across the trial site and the entire trial will be sown to cereal 
in 2022. 2022 harvest data will allow for an economic comparison between the crop sequences.

Thank you to Kim and Ros Sands for hosting this trial.

AgREC Update Cont.

Comparison of early sown chickpea, late sown chickpea and wheat biomass in July at the 2021 trial site.
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2021PHOTO COMPETITION

WINNERS 
1st: $200 Crown Voucher 
2nd & 3rd: $50 Narrogin 

Nursery, Cafe & Gallery Voucher

ENTRIES CLOSE 31ST AUGUST.

THE RULES
• Photos are to be submitted via email comms@faceygroup.org.au
• 10 photos may be entered into the competition per person
• Judging will be completed by a member of the Facey Group 

Committee and a Facey Group staff member.
• Entry into the competition includes permission for the Facey 

Group to use images in future publications and media
• Mobile phone images are welcome
• Winners will be announced at the Spring Field Day, Wednesday 

8th September 2021

AROUND THE 
FARM

Images entred in 2013 photo competition (from Top L: Tim Coucher, Audrey Bird, Danielle Tilbrook, Bay.

mailto:comms%40faceygroup.org.au?subject=Photo%20Competition%20Entry
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TIMES: 
Session 1: 4pm Greg Smith 
Session 2: 6pm Wool Dinner

COST: $20 per business- pay 
online or cash on day 

DATE: Tuesday, August 
10th

VENUE: Wickepin 
Community Centre

REGISTER HERE
before Wed, August 4th.

A NOT TO BE MISSED EVENT....

SESSION 1: GREG SMITH- NEW WHS LAWS
Greg is an Industrial Relations Lawyer and Director of Wayland Legal who has spent 
more than two decades specialising in Employment Law and Workplace Health & Safety.

Greg will talk on the new Work Health and Safety Act (2020) and what it means for you 
and your business. Greg will help you to better understand your obligations and suggest 
practical steps to ensure your business is compliant. 

SESSION 2: AWI-FACEY GROUP FUTURE WOOL DINNER
Australian Wool Innovation and Facey Group invite woolgrowers to an evening celebrating 
our natural fibre. Join us for a sundowner followed by dinner with AWI speakers to discuss:

• Global wool market update
• New markets for wool
• Research & development projects in WA and nationally
• Wool product developments
• Wool education programs

https://www.trybooking.com/BSKUY
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https://www.trybooking.com/BSXQM
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WINNING WITH WEANERS (WWW)

Australian Wool Innovation Limited gratefully acknowledge the matching funds provided by the Australian Government to support the research and development detailed 
in this publication. GD2823

WOOL.COM

ABOUT WINNING WITH WEANERS™
The Winning With Weaners™ (WWW) workshop is designed for woolgrowers, and is aimed at improving weaner management  
of their Merino flock, targeting 95% weaner survival to one year of age. WWW identifies key practical actions and tools for 
commercial enterprises to implement on farm to achieve this performance aim.

WWW assists participants in understanding the key issues affecting weaner survival and performance and guides them 
through developing targets for growth for this key cohort of sheep. The workshops discuss factors that contribute to weaner 
mortality and illthrift, and provides practical pathways for improving performance from this group of sheep.

THE KEY THEMES OF WINNING  
WITH WEANERS
1.    Understand the impact of weaning weight on the 

survival of weaners to first joining
2.  Understanding weaner nutrition - in terms of both 

energy and protein
3.  Setting weaner weight targets
4.   Understanding the importance of weaner management 

on lifetime performance of breeding ewes
5.  Strategies for success – management calendar

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WWW
• single day workshop 
• conducted through AWI’s State Grower Networks
• 15 - 25 participants per workshop
• fully catered
• $75 per person
• delivered by accredited deliverers

STATE WEBSITE
VIC www. agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/

beef-and-sheep-networks/bestwool-bestlamb 
QLD www.leadingsheep.com.au
NSW www.sheepconnectnsw.com.au
SA www.sheepconnectsa.com.au
TAS www.sheepconnecttas.com.au
WA www.sheepsback.com.au

AWI GROWER NETWORK COORDINATOR PHONE EMAIL
BESTWOOL/BESTLAMB (Vic) Lyndon Kubeil 03 5761 1649 lyndon.kubeil@ecodev.vic.gov.au
Leading Sheep (Qld) Nicole Sallur 07 4530 1270 nicole.sallur@daf.qld.gov.au
Sheep Connect NSW Megan Rogers 0427 459 891 admin@sheepconnectnsw.com.au
Sheep Connect SA Ian McFarland 0437 659 353 ian.mcfarland@sa.gov.au
Sheep Connect Tasmania James Tyson 0409 006 774 james.tyson@utas.edu.au
The Sheep's Back (WA) Andrew Ritchie 08 9736 1055 andrew@iconag.com.au

ATTENDEES RECEIVE
• a full set of workshop notes
• useful tools that will assist with monitoring and 

planning for successful weaner management
• a checklist for use in their own operation

WHEN AND WHERE
Workshops are run on a demand basis through AWI’s 
State Grower Networks across Australia. To see 
upcoming workshops in your region, go to:

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST 
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Spring Field Day
8th September 2021 

The Facey Group would like to acknowledge and thank our valued sponsors Agrimaster, Australian Grain Technologies, CSBP, Elders 
Insurance, Elders Wickepin, Ewen Rural Supplies, Farm Weekly, Grain Growers, Planfarm, and Tincurrin Rural Services.

•	 Guest	Speaker		-	
John Gladigau, Bulla Burra - SA

•	 National	Variety	Trials
•	 Crop	Nutrition

•	 Producer	Priorities
•	 Soil	Amelioration

Members $30
Non-Members $60
Food & refreshments provided

Register at: https://www.
trybooking.com/BTGSL

Registrations Open 9:30am
40 Wogolin Rd, Wickepin
Further details to come

Finish time 6pm

Sessions on the agenda: 

Or RSVP to Amy Bowden 
agrec@faceygroup.org.au 0409 868 514 OR 9888 1223

https://www.trybooking.com/BTGSL
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GRDC is hosting free half-day forums in your 
region to help growers reduce harvest losses, 
improve harvest weed seed control, improve 
sample and data quality and prevent harvest fires 
in 2021.

Join us for an interactive event and learn about:
•    Understanding the impact of harvest loss, how to 
measure it and how to change your harvester to reduce 
losses

•    HWSC latest information, how to set-up for effective 
HWSC using Mills systems (iHSD, Seed Terminator, 
Redekop SCU) Chaff Decks and Chaff Lining

•    Reducing the risk of harvester fires
Improving sample data, quality and calibration
Harvest operations, productivity and economics

Goomalling 
Tuesday 14th September 
9:00am - 1:30pm
Register: trybooking.com/BSLXD 
Address on registration
Morowa
Wednesday 15th September 
9:00am - 1:30pm
Register: trybooking.com/BSLXR 
Address on registration
Darkan
Tuesday 21st September 
1:30pm - 5:30pm
Register: trybooking.com/BSLXX 
Address on registration
Kondinin
Wednesday 22nd September
1:30pm - 5:30pm
Register: trybooking.com/BSLYE 
Address on registration
Ongerup
Thursday 23rd September
1:30pm - 5:30pm
Register: trybooking.com/BSLYW 
Address on registration

Forum leaders:
Peter Newman (Planfarm)

Brett Asphar (Seed Terminator)
Peter Broley (Primary Sales)
Ben White (Kondinin Group)

Alongside demonstrations by industry 
representatives and manufacturers.

“These small field days are invaluable – you can talk to other growers, to understand what their 
challenges are and talk to the operators who are using these machines."

COVID SAFE Event | Free Event | REGISTRATION REQUIRED | Catering provided

“These small field days are invaluable – you can talk to other growers, to understand 
what their challenges are and talk to the operators who are using these machines."

GRDC Western Region 
Harvester Forums

WA Grower Tim Barndon 

Contact Facey Group
Kelly Pearce: 

eo@faceygroup.org.au OR 0428 882 828

http://
https://www.trybooking.com/BSLXR
https://www.trybooking.com/BSLXX
https://www.trybooking.com/BSLYE
https://www.trybooking.com/BSLYW
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Need further information, contact 
ALOSCA Technologies on  
(08) 6305 0123 or visit our website

www.alosca.com.au 

Technical Bulletin presented by ALOSCA Technologies Pty Ltd

How to check your Legume Nodulation
Assessing your legume nodulation annually during winter provides the opportunity to 
build a paddock by paddock understanding of your nitrogen fixation capacity.

Introduction 
This tech bulletin provides the key information for the reader to 
undertake in-paddock nodulation assessment. When regular/
annual (or when in rotation) assessment is undertaken a year to year 
profile of how a paddock’s background or new sowing Rhizobium is 
performing can be gained.

When to assess (winter early-spring)
If moisture has not been limiting then nodule colonies should be 
apparent on the roots from 4-6 weeks after germination with forage 
species and 8-10 weeks with crop legume species through to the 
onset of seed set.

What gear you’ll need
Be prepared, the key is to dig and wash and not pull and shake 
as nodules may dislodge and your equipment for the task should 
reflect this.

1. Spade or hand trowel for digging up the sample without losing 
the nodules.

2. Water & bucket to wash/rinse the soil off or soak the clay off 
the roots in the case of heavier textured soils.

3. Optional, a sharp blade to cut nodules and check colour, snap-
lock bags and marker pens to collect samples if need be and a 
basic pH test kit as pH often reveals why nodulation may have 
failed.

How to go about sampling
Get the timing right, (see When to assess) avoiding dry soil 
conditions The best time to sample is during winter to early-spring 
so not before nodules have formed or once the soil profile has 
dried and the nodules are shutting down.

Get a representative sample. Take a sample much like you would 
for soil sampling so avoid atypical areas for the main assessment. 
Given this, it is beneficial to sample poor areas as well to build 
an understanding for how constraints like pH or waterlogging 
influence the nodulation. Sample at least 20 plants in 2’s and 3s at 
5m intervals across the paddock.

Dig, don’t pull, plants up. This is the key to getting a meaningful 
indication. With the majority of species nodules will dislodge if the 
root systems are pulled from the ground or shaken aggressively to 
shed the soil.

Wash don’t shake. This is particularly important with heavier 
textured clay and loam soils. With light textured soils the bulk of 
the dug soil will fall away and a light rinse will reveal the nodules. 
Heavy textured soils can be problematic and may require soaking 
in a bucket of water for a while to disperse the soil before you can 
assess the nodule colonies.

Assess. There should be multiple colonies, so at least 2-3 individual 
colonies, and greater than 90% of them should be pink in colour 
when cut open.

Above: Taking a look at nodule colour. Generally pink nodules 
are deemed to be healthy and good nitrogen fixers where brown, 
green, pale or white are recognised as poor nitrogen fixers.

Technical Bulletin presented by ALOSCA Technologies Pty Ltd 
How to check your legume nodulation. 
Assessing your legume nodulation annually during winter provides 
the opportunity to build a paddock by paddock understanding of your 
nitrogen fixation capacity. www.alosca.com.au 
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least 20 plants in 2’s and 3s at 5m intervals across the 
paddock. 

Dig, don’t pull, plants up. This is the key to getting a 
meaningful indication. With the majority of species 
nodules will dislodge if the root systems are pulled 
from the ground or shaken aggressively to shed the 
soil. 

Wash don’t shake. This is particularly important with 
heavier textured clay and loam soils. With light 
textured soils the bulk of the dug soil will fall away 
and a light rinse will reveal the nodules. Heavy 
textured soils can be problematic and may require 
soaking in a bucket of water for a while to disperse 
the soil before you can assess the nodule colonies. 
Assess There should be multiple colonies, so at least 
2-3 individual colonies, and greater than 90% of them 
should be pink in colour when cut open.  

 
Above: Taking a look at nodule colour. Generally pink 
nodules are deemed to be healthy and good nitrogen 
fixers where brown, green, pale or white are recognised as 
poor nitrogen fixers. 

Need further information, contact ALOSCA Technologies on (08) 6305 0123 or visit our website 
wwwwww..aalloossccaa..ccoomm..aauu 

 

White/pale 
ineffective 
poor fixers

Pink, healthy 
effective 

good fixers

Late season, 
breaking down 

ineffective
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For further details or to book us for a talk, contact 
Business Development Manager, Floyd Sullivan 0487 776022, fsullivan@alosca.com.au 
ALOSCA Office Tel: (08) 6305 0123    FAX: (08) 6311 7390

Source: Yates, R.J., Abaidoo, R., and Howieson, J. 2016. Field experiments with 
rhizobia. Pages 145-166 in: Working with rhizobia, J. Howieson and M. Dilworth, eds. 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, Canberra.

Nodule scoring system

Source: Yates, R.J., Abaidoo, R., and Howieson, J. 2016. Field experiments with rhizobia. Pages 145-166 in: Working with rhizobia, J. Howieson and M. Dilworth, eds. 
Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research, Canberra.

ALOSCA 
Nodule Scoring System
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Members NEWS
On the 21st July 2021 the Facey Group hosted its 
Annual Women In Agriculture Event. This year saw 
a brand new organising committee stearing the 
direction and focus of the event. ‘Grow. Nourish. 
Flourish.’ was the theme that guided decisions to 
bring the event to life. Our speakers came from 
diverse backgrounds whose topics came together to 
form the centralised theme. 103 attendees travelled 
from near and far, and often through flood waters, 
to attend which is just so heartwarming and and 
wonderful to see so many women getting out to 
events in these uncertain times.

Thank you to the Narrogin Nursey, Cafe & Gallery for 
donating door prizes and lending pots and plants 
to decorate the Wickepin Community Centre, most 
of which were bought and taken home! Thank you 
to Narrogin Beauty, Jean’s Newsagency, Amcal 
Pharmacy and Sabrina Hahn who also donated 
door prizes. A special thank you to Agrimaster for 
the hamper they donated and the He Shed She 
Shed for donating the fabulous garden art that we 
used for the raffle. Thank you to Amelia Park Wine 
Estate for donating wonderful thank you gifts for 
our presenters. Christine Hill put on such a delicious 
spread for morning tea and lunch, thank you. Our Em 
Cee for the day, Jackie Willis from CSBP Fertilisers, 
made sure the day flowed wonderfully and no 
doorprize or raffle was forgotten, thank you Jackie. 

Thank you to our sponsors for the day CSBP 
Fertilisers, without whose contribution such a 
fantastic day would not have been possible. And 
finally, thank you to our Major Sponsors; The Shire 
of Wickepin, Rabobank, Summit Fertilisers and CBH, 
and all minor sponsors for your ongoing support to 
ensure that the Facey Group continues to be able 
to provide benefit to its members and the wider 
community of the Wickepin and surrounding shires.

Women in Ag key note speaker Sabrina Hahn, from 
Hort with Heart, with Facey Group Executive Officer 
Kelly Pearce.

Prof. Graeme Martin enlightening attendees of the 
possibilities to feed the growing population.

Presenters Prof. Lyn Abbott, Prof. Graeme Martin, Rhi-
annon Mouritz, Chesney Maloney & Ellie Bigwood.

Women	In	Agriculture	Day
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Crop establishment: A key focus for 
Cuballing farmer, Shaun Wittwer.
Amy Bowden; Facey Group
As seen in GRDC Publication; Ground Cover

FARM SNAPSHOT

Grower: Shaun Wittwer
Location: Stratherne Road, Cuballing
Cropping area: 5000ha
Livestock:   12000 head/sheep
Crop types: Wheat, barley, oats, canola.
Soil type/s: Primarily loam over clay.
Rainfall zone: Medium

Optimising crop establishment is of key importance 
to Cuballing grower Shaun Wittwer. Seasonal 
variability and a range of soil types throughout 
his enterprise make achieving consistent crop 
germination a challenge. 

Shaun has hosted trial sites along with the Facey 
Group to investigate the impact of seeding depth 
and sowing rate on canola establishment. He has 
also trialled various management strategies to 
pinpoint and fine tune the tactics that work well on 
his property across various crop types.

Shaun considers reduced weed competition and 
grain yield maximisation to be the key benefits 
achieved through increased crop germination. 
Soil moisture at seeding, germination rate and 
uniformity, rainfall, flowering window, incidence of 
weather extremes and market prices are all factors 
that determine the success and profitability of a 
cropping programme according to Shaun. 

Management	to	improve	crop	establishment

Management strategies employed by Shaun to 
improve crop germination rates include summer 
weed control, minimum tillage, wetter trialling 
and recently the introduction of plozza plowing, 
particularly on the non-wetting areas of the property.
The greatest challenge to crop establishment on 
Shaun’s property is the lack of early rainfall events 
above 15mm, and subsequent water repellence. 
Shaun finds stubble retention and deferred seeding 
strategies useful in reducing the impact of water 
repellency. 

Shaun places some importance on canola seed size, 
stating that the larger seeds provide better results 

Photo1. Shaun’s Ausplow DBS seeder bar.

PLANT ESTABLISHMENT - CASE STUDIES OF GROWERS ACROSS AUSTRALIA

Members NEWS
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on his property. However, a target seed size of 
around 2mm is unrealistic to Shaun, as there would 
be an inadequate quantity of seed grown each year 
that meets this size specification. 

Shaun’s wife Hilary, who has an agronomy 
background, determines the ideal sowing rate, 

which has been of significant benefit in improving 
crop establishment for the enterprise.

Time of sowing is primarily determined by flowering 
window to reduce frost risk. In 2021, there has been 
an opportunity to sow illabo wheat, cereals and 
pasture for stock feed early due to the late summer/
early autumn rain events providing adequate soil 
moisture. 

Other constraints to crop establishment on 
Shaun’s property include soil born pathogens, 
particularly rhizoctonia and nematodes. Even 
when implementing a rotation of pasture, cereal, 
cereal, pasture, Shaun notices that the number of 
pathogens is still problematic. Strategic tillage has 
been found to reduce the impact of pathogens.

With a focus towards increasing crop germination, 
Shaun introduced a 2012 Ausplow Multistream with 
a DBS Seeder Bar to his enterprise. The key feature 
of interest was the digging breaker pressure that 
would allow him to dig into the dry, heavy areas of 
his property.

Machinery

Shaun reported that the DBS system has allowed 
him to achieve consistent seeding depth, which has 
noticeably improved crop germination across his 
enterprise.

The ausplow multistream has four bins, which are 
sealed and pressurised. It has liquid dispensing 
capabilities, with an integrated tank. It has a 
proportional hydraulic metering system, that feeds 
into two primary lines.

Shaun rated the metering system as having excellent 
suitability for small seeds such as canola, and good 
suitability for coarser seeds. 

The in-cab control system is a TopCon X20. 
Shaun rated the set up as having good row to row 

Photo 2. Shaun’s Ausplow Multistream air cart, 
consisting of four bins, an integrated tank and 

Photo 3. Close up of the knife point configuration 
of the DBS seeder bar. In future, Shaun will look to 
incorporate soil wetter distribution.

Members NEWS
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distribution accuracy and metering accuracy at low 
seed rates. 

Shaun trialled some modifications to his airseeder 
set up, including split row seeding, wider press 
wheels and a wider closing tool. These modifications 
did not result in consistent germination however, so 
Shaun reverted back to single 10-inch spacing. 

A challenge that Shaun currently faces relates to the 
defined furrows created by the DBS bar, which are 
prone to filling and subsequent seed burial during 
strong wind events. 

Pre-seeding	checks

Seeding depth is monitored daily by Shaun, and 
adjustments are made in relation to crop type, soil 
condition and moisture. 

Fertiliser is banded deep away from the seed, and is 
monitored visually to check correct placement. 

Key	messages	to	growers

Shaun believes there is no one-size fits all approach 
to optimising crop establishment, and that the best 
strategy is for producers to determine what works 
best in their system and across their soil types. 

Future	Direction

Looking forward, Shaun is interested to see how 
the plozza ploughing impacts on crop germination 
on his property, and is aiming to incorporate soil 
wetters into the seeder bar to inject soil wetter 
in furrow. He is interested in further research 
around soil amelioration in gravel and sandy soils. 
Singulation Planters

The current constraint to the adoption of seed 
singulation precision technology on Shaun’s 

property is the high initial outlay. Shaun stated 
that if the investment of a singulation planter could 
pay for itself by leading to better establishment 
and subsequent yield increase he would be open 
to the idea. Due to the management strategies 
already utilised on Shaun’s property, the increase 
in germination rates would only be minimal and 
therefore would not warrant the incorporation of a 
seed singulation precision technology. 

For	More	Information
Shaun Wittwer – 0428 887 869
shwittwer@gmail.com

Members NEWS
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Animal Health Update
With a very wet winter upon us, we have spoken to Narrogin-based 
DPIRD Veterinarian Dr Anna Erickson, who has advised local produ-
cers to be weary of various topical sheep diseases at this time of the 
year, including pulpy kidney, worms and arthritis. Pulpy kidney often 
affects both weaned and un-weaned lambs when there is an abun-
dance of lush pasture, making the 2021 late winter/early spring a par-
ticularly high-risk season. In addition, gastrointestinal worm burdens 
are likely to be high this year as temperatures begin rising in Spring. 
Producers are also advised to keep an eye out for signs of arthritis, 
particularly in their lambs. Signs, treatment and prevention of pulpy 
kidney and arthritis is outlined below.

Pulpy Kidney
Enterotoxaemia (pulpy kidney) in sheep is caused by naturally occurring intestinal bacteria, Clostridium 
perfringens type D, which rapidly proliferate and produce toxins when there is a sudden dietary change 
to low-fibre, high carbohydrate diets including lush green pastures and grain. Although most prevalent in 
lambs and weaners, pulpy kidney can also affect older sheep, often when they are moved from low to high 
quality feed.
Symptoms of pulpy kidney:

The prognosis for sheep clinically affected by pulpy kidney is poor. If disease is diagnosed in a flock, imme-
diately vaccinate and shift onto lower quality feed or hay for 2+ weeks to allow immunity to develop. Clos-
tridial vaccination can assist in Pulpy kidney prevention, with common vaccines including Zoetis Glanvac 
3/Glanvac 6, or Virbac Weanerguard (also contains moxidectin drench)/Websters 3, 5 or 6 in 1. Immunologi-
cally naive stock should be vaccinated twice, four to six weeks apart (eg. lambs, once at marking and once 
at weaning).  Adult sheep with prior vaccination should receive an annual booster (eg. ewes pre-lambing, 
rams pre-joining). It takes an average of 14 days for an immune response to develop following vaccination, 
so stock are still prone to develop pulpy kidney during this window.

In addition to posing a significant animal welfare concern, the symptoms of pulpy kidney are similar to the 
reportable disease Anthrax. Anthrax poses risks to human health and Australia’s live export markets. Unex-
pected or high mortality rates should be reported immediately to a veterinarian. 

For	further	information	on	pulpy	kidney:
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/pulpy-kidney-enterotoxaemia-sheep 

Lamb Diseases

Lambs
• Good condition prior to death
• Often found dead, commonly laying on side with 

legs extended and head thrust back
• Rapid death with convulsions

Adult Sheep
• Good condition prior to death
• Commonly found dead
• Potentially staggering or scouring prior to death

mailto:/livestock-biosecurity/pulpy-kidney-enterotoxaemia-sheep%20?subject=
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Arthritis
Erysipelas Arthritis is commonly caused by the bacteria Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae, and often causes la-
meness and visible swelling of two or more leg joints. Lambs are at the greatest risk of developing arthritis 
infections, and mulesing and shearing significantly increases the risk of infection. As such, Merinos are 
particularly susceptible. 
Infections begin when the bacteria enters the body through skin lesions or softened, wet skin. The E. rhu-
siopathiae bacteria is relatively resistant in the environment, with the ability to survive in soil, faeces and 
water. Interestingly, lambs can become infected through their mothers, with ewes often sub-clinically carr-
ying the bacteria in their tonsils and pharynx. Stock can also develop arthritis infections following yarding, 
when the bacteria has the potential to spread via breathing onto open wounds. 

A veterinarian will be required to determine the appropriate treatment for arthritis infections, which may 
include antibiotics, destroying severely impacted animals, or natural recovery. Prevention techniques in-
clude avoiding the risk factors and vaccination. Vaccines such as Zoetis Eryvac are available through local 
Ag Suppliers, and similar to clostridial vaccinations requires two doses in lambs, approximately four weeks 
apart. Annual booster vaccines are also recommended for adult stock. It is important to note that lambs 
born to ewes who did not receive a pre-lambing booster vaccine will not have protective immunity against 
arthritis at birth or marking/mulesing, when they are at high risk of developing infection.

For further information regarding arthritis in sheep:
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/livestock-biosecurity/
arthritis-sheep 

To contact Dr Anna Erickson – DPIRD 
for any animal health concerns:
Phone: (08) 9881 0211
Mobile: 0437 801 416
Email: anna.erickson@dpird.wa.gov.au

Animal Health Cont.

Risk factors for infection:
• Lambs during or soon after birth
• Bacteria in the environment, particularly on wet pasture, 
        can infect the lamb through the umbilical cord
• Lamb marking practices that damage skin barriers
• Mulesing practices increase infection risk by seven fold
• Shearing lambs increases infection risk by four fold
• Yarding following shearing and mulesing

Symptoms of arthritis:
• Swelling of two or more limb joints
• Lameness, stock lying down and re-

fusing to walk
• Abnormal gait with short steps, shuf-

fling and a hunched back
• Anorexia leading to weight loss

Correct vaccination location - Zoetis

mailto:/livestock-biosecurity/arthritis-sheep?subject=
mailto:/livestock-biosecurity/arthritis-sheep?subject=
mailto:anna.erickson%40dpird.wa.gov.au?subject=
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Looking 
for crop 
insurance?
Insure our way,  
the local way.

Contact your local  
Narrogin agent today.

  Elders Insurance Narrogin

Get crop insurance  
that works for you

Elders Insurance has been assisting growers with their 
crop insurance for many years. We, like you, know 
that hail, fire, livestock intrusion, overspray, transit 
and storage loss can all spell disaster for your crop.

We are committed to making sure that your crop is 
protected from seed to silo. Getting crop insurance 
right means talking to someone who not only 
understands the complexities of crop cover, but also 
knows about the specific needs of your local area.

As locals ourselves we understand your situation, 
so will work with you to ensure that your policy is 
matched to your circumstances and your cover 
provides appropriate protection for your farm year 
after year.

Our crop insurance policy will give you the cover 
you need to protect your crop income, secure in 
the knowledge that should the unexpected occur, 
you will have sufficient cover to stay in business and 
plant again next season.

<<Id>>

Patrick Enterprises Pty Ltd The Trustee for The Ryan O’Dea Insurance Trust ABN 55079292031 trading as Elders Insurance 
Narrogin  AR No. 293421 is an Authorised Representative of Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 
879 026, AFSL 340965. Acting under its own Australian Financial Services Licence, AgGuard is appointed as a Distributor 
for Elders Insurance (Underwriting Agency) Pty Limited ABN 56 138 879 026, AFSL 340965. The insurance is underwritten 
by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Contact us for a Product Disclosure Statement to 
decide if a product is right for you.

Call your local agent today.
9881 9819

insurance.narrogin@elders.com.au

41 Fairway Street, Narrogin
  Elders Insurance Narrogin

NEWS from our Partners
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Mt	Burdett	Foundation	grants
Applications are open for the Mt Burdett Rural and 
Regional Advancement Foundation, brainchild of 
Esperance farmer Chris Reichstein, which is invest-
ing to build vibrant, resilient rural communities. 
There are three streams of funding: Individuals, 
groups and scholarships. Everything from skills de-
velopment to network building opportunities are 
supported, and applicants need not be from the 
farming sector. Early to mid career people with a 
passion and vision for the local community are the 
target. Apply here. 

growAG.	 Innovation	 for	 the	 control	 of	 Honey	 bee	
pests	and	diseases	of	commercial	importance.	
Opportunity for Australian and international solu-
tion providers, research providers, investors, com-
mercial partners and private organisations or a 
combination of the above interested in: developing 
new options and technologies to control pests and 
diseases of honey bees in Australia; contributing to 
safeguarding pollination services; applying novel 
and unique approaches to addressing the control 
and management of honey bee pests and diseases.
For more information go here.

RCS	Grazing	Clinic	-	Moora,	WA.	24th	-	26th	August
This is a practical hands-on workshop that develops 
your skills as a grass manager.
This power-packed two and a half-day clinic will 
give you the confidence and practical know-how to 
go home and begin implementing. The RCS Grazing 
Clinic covers the principles and practices of grazing 
management including how to design and manage 
a grazing cell, and how to use grazing charts as a 
planning and decision-making tool.
The course has a complete focus on implementa-
tion. We deal with the “real-life stuff” that actual-
ly counts when it comes to getting the most out of 
your land, livestock and business. Register here.

Scholarships	for	Australian	Primary	Producers
Nuffield Australia is known as the country’s leading 
agricultural scholarship organisation. It a unique 
program that awards primary producers with a 
life-changing scholarship to travel and study an ag-

Upcoming Opportunities
ricultural topic of choice. Scholars are selected an-
nually as people who are committed and passionate 
about farming or fishing, are at the leading edge of 
technology uptake and potential future leaders. Ap-
plications close 5th August. Apply here.

Drought	 Resilience	 Leaders	 Mentoring	 Program		
Applications	Now	Open
Are you a farmer or rural professional interested in 
connecting with others to share your experience and 
knowledge to support the resilience and growth of 
individuals, farming operations, the agriculture sec-
tor and communities?Be part of a national network 
of mentees and mentors committed to enhancing 
drought and climate resilience in farming enterpris-
es and communities for the future.Applications now 
open for Drought Resilience Mentoring (DRM) Pro-
gram. Applications close 31 August 2021. Limited 
numbers. More information here.

Australian	 Grain	 Leaders	 Program	 (AGLP)	 Appli-
cations	Now	Open!	Australian growers and grains 
industry professionals looking to further their pro-
fessional development are encouraged to apply for 
the 2022 Australian Grain Leaders Program (AGLP), 
now ‘pandemic-proofed’ to deliver strong value if 
COVID-19 restrictions continue. Now in its 15th year, 
AGLP alumni feature prominently in grains indus-
try leadership positions, with more than 20 alumni 
from WA. Apply here.

mailto:https://www.mtburdettfoundation.org.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.mtburdettfoundation.org.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.mtburdettfoundation.org.au/rural-and-regional?subject=
mailto:https://www.growag.com/listings/commercial-opportunity/innovation-for-the-control-of-honey-bee-pests-and-diseases-of-commercial-importance%3Fmkt_tok%3DNjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-No8z2DR-l5U-5I6NVgxRrmxpj0aJfkOXS3CIE6GAZncdSWSg9gyKT_z_9b5xqp2uG7DYJK0R0XYMAUgCJhslAOXAI2TSteqUDSEZ?subject=
https://www.rcsaustralia.com.au/event/rgc-moora2021/
https://www.nuffield.com.au/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-No8z2NIk2NrnNcA6ZsHG1qJFMw959SfCfXN9iV3p_dz69GEnBxDcsbcM_SzEpD0T9bm3xcQByygD8-CD3WtAlodzwWCZ_Q1VGFHA
mailto:https://rural-leaders.org.au/our-programs/drought-resilience-leaders/?subject=
https://www.graingrowers.com.au/leadership-events/australian-grain-leaders-program/
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Upcoming Opportunities

The State Government’s $15 million Carbon	Farming	and	Land	Restoration	Program	aims to realise agri-
culture’s potential to sequester carbon in the landscape and contribute to the growth of the Western Aus-
tralian carbon farming market.

This program is aimed at giving a helping hand to farmers and landcare groups to integrate carbon plant-
ings into their farm businesses, whilst generating meaningful outcomes for land restoration and biodiversi-
ty across the landscape. These on-ground projects will deliver environmental, social and economic co-ben-
efits and contribute to the long-term sustainability of the agriculture industry. The CF-LRP aims to realise 
agriculture’s potential to sequester carbon in the landscape and contribute to the growth of the Western 
Australian carbon farming market.

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development welcomes Expressions of Interest in the 
Western Australian Carbon Farming and Land Restoration Program (CF-LRP). Expressions of Interest can be 
submitted via SmartyGrants on or before 12 noon (AWST) Friday 20 August 2021.
Details about the CF-LRP, a range of resources, and links to SmartyGrants can be found on the CF-LRweb-
page.

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/carbon-farming/western-australian-carbon-farming-and-land-restoration-program
https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/carbon-farming/western-australian-carbon-farming-and-land-restoration-program
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Industry NEWS
Urea	prices	likely	to	remain	high.
UREA prices have been on the rise recently due to in-
creased demand and a hike in shipping costs. Read 
a wrap up of the podcast here.

WA	export	hay	growers	urged	to	weight	up	nitro-
gen	options	with	above	average	rainfall. WA export 
oaten hay growers should be mindful of their crop’s 
nitrogen ‘sweet spot’ as seasonal conditions indi-
cate good yield potential. Read full article here.

Just	like	weed	seeds,	sclerotia	have	adapted	to	our	
paddocks! Spare a thought for sclerotia for a mo-
ment. Have you ever considered how those black 
fungal lumps handle our baking-hot summer soils 
with surface temperatures of at least 50°C? 
Well, the answer is simple, and is the same way weed 
seeds also survive for years in the soil.  Thanks to 
new CCDM research, we can now confirm that scle-
rotia have adapted to Australian grainbelt paddock 
conditions, allowing us to adjust recommendations 
for more effective disease management.
In a recently published paper, our team looked at 
the conditions needed to “precondition” sclerotia 
in the non-cropping season (ie. over summer) to 
become ready to germinate and produce apothecia 
(the little pink mushrooms that produce the asco-
spores) when the rains come.
Researcher Dr Pippa Michael said by treating local 
sclerotia from Western Australia (WA) with tempera-
tures ranging from 4°C to 50°C, the team could test 
whether the globally reported preconditioning tem-
perature treatment of 4°C was necessary to ensure 
maximum apothecia production in Australia.
“Interestingly, what we found in WA was the reverse 
– hot temperatures of 50°C were needed, and were 
in fact a prerequisite, for maximum apothecia pro-
duction – while cool precondition temperatures of 
4°C caused very little germination of apothecia,” she 
said. Read the rest of the article here.

CSIRO	opens	satellite	offering	for	Aussie	Earth	ob-
servation. More on that here.

Agritech	innovators	work	together	to	deliver	better	
solutions	 for	 farmers. Australian agritech leaders, 
Cibo Labs and Ceres Tag believe “collaboration is 
the key” in delivering integrated solutions for farm-
ers that support a single decision-making frame-
work and help drive on-farm agritech adoption. Rest 
of article here.

evokeAG.:	2022	goes	bi-coastal – announcing two 
events - Perth and Sydney: 23 February 2022, Perth 
WA, & 15 March 2022, Sydney NSW. Drought resil-
ience, carbon farming, decreasing on-farm waste, 
increasing sustainability, simplifying the ‘farmer 
tech-stack’, removing barriers to agritech adoption, 
local investment in innovation, and access to global 
markets are just some of the items on the agenda for 
evokeAG. 2022. Tickets now on sale here.

“There’s	 an	 incredible	quantum	of	 value	 that	we	
could	 see	 if	 we	 could	 overcome	 our	 connectivi-
ty	 challenges.” Ever since leading the embrace of 
precision agriculture in the 90s, the grains sector 
has been a vanguard of innovation for Australia’s 
agriculture industry. These days more than 70% of 
growers are using GPS enabled tech, alongside a 
huge variety of digitally enabled tools. We spoke to 
GrainGrowers CEO David McKeon about what’s on 
the horizon for some of our most tech-forward farm-
ers. More of that article here.

Explore	Connectivity	Solutions	for	Broadacre
There are a wide variety of solutions available to al-
low you to connect your on-farm technology with 
your farm management software, and then collect 
and analyse your data online. A combination of the 
right on-farm connectivity solutions and broad-
band/internet solutions can enable you to: 
• Remotely monitor performance, growth curves, 

inventory levels, soil moisture, temperature, ir-
rigation systems and more, across multiple sites

• Improve the performance of precision agricul-
ture technologies

• Assure worker health and safety
• Gather local, accurate weather data when and 

where you need it
And more! Take a look at the Connectivity for Broad-
acre info page  here.

https://www.farmingahead.com.au/future-of-farming/news/1413173/world-first-3d-printed-parts-for-red-meat-processing-plants?utm_source=Farming+Ahead&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FAH+Top+5+-+11+Jul+2021&utm_term=Top+5+articles+this+week&utm_content=97988&gator_td=Hv%2bprlL0bVM6GpiGhDnvdo0IZnd%2fN9BoEj29tu86BWwK9FfnUgVgvJg53b3%2f%2bT7z9ItjOHzjrA%2bGSt%2fRWlS8tu4JdOEidlqxiOrpnB1TZCoiquKnFbMUzc1TgjisWFUXV2eDYE5rt8vExtPoJ4%2bWag%3d%3d
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/news/hay-agronomy-nitrogen/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-No8z2FpZRPNg5PpSP6JVYldozffdJOKiMq_b5IdJEHGs9Jb8jTPzAsQ57KtWSXbh5_QoGRy1mCRVqkN0x3Y-qbXaEHW-xJkYl2eM
http://ccdm.com.au/2021/07/01/just-like-weed-seeds-sclerotia-have-adapted-to-our-paddocks/
https://evokeag.com/csiro-opens-satellite-offering-for-aussie-earth-observation/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-No8z2PAMqhl_CF1HQkKtFMwK-v-Ufdge1H7ClgwKlWgAaJAgxB8uqrt6iziWu5J8HogjUHTHSv9S9mDkTzG8rtF5xgATAOhqUAIP
https://evokeag.com/agritech-innovators-work-together-to-deliver-better-solutions-for-farmers/?mkt_tok=NjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF9_xbfd_BE2wwYl7toX-Ty7Up0WWLgsxtk26DTWTH26Q9Y_evLjJgG--Hcbz1a9pZwCBuE-NhCQtYkyqipu43Dkz7Rmg9T6RzWOId6VQ
mailto:https://evokeag.com/evokeag-2022-goes-bi-coastal-announcing-two-events-perth-and-sydney/%3Fmkt_tok%3DNjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-No8z2LBIZk6OOrmYUNMzz-CcBpeBESg2rIpV56sNWeeGnlQHXxKfLSvbMSY9YbHJMm-T_t06HjOX6T-y-MB5q7jFBxYvVUaMq8_D?subject=
mailto:https://agtechfinder.com/agtech-info/interview-with-graingrowers-ceo-david-mckeon%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsmi%3D135878542%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz--jOU0FC_wuhU6N5K9Rp_BC0tnNj9yiLQG09WwoJ_QSVGQX5kfUREsK1zre6N77m8c8PyHKYePbtFVYyQzC2t8gQNpzlg%26utm_content%3D135878542%26utm_source%3Dhs_email?subject=
mailto:https://agtechfinder.com/broadacre/connectivity%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26_hsmi%3D135878542%26_hsenc%3Dp2ANqtz-9lxP8QhMprMlnIApBR6Cqh3QAbWjCq6_u1tk7M8cztGpnwVbFtlMyqI61zpCzAqTbhVGP8jjXY1YN7NWEmcBuj046MOw%26utm_content%3D135878542%26utm_source%3Dhs_email?subject=
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Industry NEWS Cont.
International	Oat	Conference	-	OAT2022 
Registrations are open! The 11th International Oat 
Conference will take place at Crown Perth in West-
ern Australia, from October 10-13th, 2022. The con-
ference will be a hybrid event and attendees can 
choose from either in person or virtual attendance. 
Find out more here: www.internationaloat.com.
In anticipation of any travel restrictions due to 
COVID-19, if you register to attend in person, but 
subsequently wish to convert your registration to a 
virtual registration, you will receive a refund of the 
difference provided you notify the organisers (GIWA) 
by Friday, 9th September 2022.

CSIRO	 and	 Bureau	 of	 Meteorology	 Climate	 Ser-
vices	for	Agriculture	Webinar. CSIRO and BOM are 
hosting a workshop now via webinar to gain feed-
back from the WA pilot region for the new “Climate 
Services for Agriculture” digital platform on Tuesday 
13th July at 1pm. Invitation’s will be via email, en-
quiries to Tanya Kilminster tkilminster@gga.org.au | 
0427 469 038. Take a look at the project here.

GIWA	 July	 crop	 report:	WA	 on	 track	 for	 a	 record	
tonnage. Recent rainfall has consolidated the ex-
cellent start to the grain growing season in West-
ern Australia. The very wet areas in the south-west 
and south coast of WA are now becoming very very 
wet and tonnage estimates are down at least 10 to 
15 per cent in the southern areas of the Albany Port 
zone and the coastal strip in the Esperance Port 
Zone. The solid crops across the rest of the state will 
make up this difference to neutralise the impact on 
total grain production for WA.

Dishing	 the	 dirt	 on	 ag	 carbon	 credits;	 by	 Dan	
Blaustein-Rejto	 of	 the	 Breakthrough	 Institute.	 In 
the past several years, a host of companies have 
launched services focused on generating and sell-
ing agricultural carbon credits, mostly from farmers 
who adopt practices, like planting cover crops, that 
sequester carbon in their soil. The growing market-
place for carbon has attracted some big names: Mi-
crosoft recently committed to buying up to $2 mil-
lion of credits; US President Biden has called for a 
‘carbon bank‘ to help farmers get paid for sequester-
ing carbon or reducing emissions; and CEOs of agri-

business companies like Nutrien have gone as far as 
calling agriculture “the solution to greenhouse gas 
emissions.” Read the whole article here.

Nestlé	to	enter	cell-cultured	meat	market	in	part-
nership	with	 Israeli	 startup. Management consul-
tancy Kearney has forecast that ‘slaughter-free’ 
meat — including both plant-based analogs and 
products cultivated from animal cells — will make 
up over a third of the global protein market by 2040. 
Nestlé and other large food corporates — such as are 
keen to get a foothold in this developing industry 
early so they can maintain their market share into 
the future. Read whole article here.

World-first	3D	printed	parts	for	red	meat	process-
ing	plants. Utilising 3D printers for parts could be 
revolutionary for the red meat industry. Read more 
here.

World-first	program	delivers	elite	genetics	for	Ma-
nuka	honey	and	oil	production
With the support of AgriFutures Australia, innova-
tive Western Australian company, ManukaLife is 
helping position Australia’s Manuka honey industry 
as a global leader. With a prosperous future ahead, 
opportunities exist for a range of organisations to 
engage with ManukaLife to rapidly expand the es-
tablishment of plantations in Australia or to partner 
in developing new cosmetic and pharmaceutical 
products. Read whole article here.

Annual	Boodja	Lecture,	WA	Branch. 
Assoc. Professor Frances Hoyle (Director, Soils 
West) presents on Soil organic matter: A nexus for 
sustainability? Rising to the challenge in WA agri-
culture! Fran has over 30 years research leadership 
and strategic review in dry-land farming systems; 
soil organic carbon and nutrient cycling; microbial 
processes, biological function and regulators, farm-
ing systems, soil constraints, and organic matter & 
residue management. She continues to be passion-
ate about translational science and connectivity be-
tween core, applied and developmental soil science 
and landholders to deliver on-ground change and 
‘grow’ knowledge and capability. Register for this 
prestigious online and in person lecture here.

mailto:www.internationaloat.com?subject=
mailto:tkilminster%40gga.org.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/drought/future-drought-fund/climate-services?subject=
mailto:https://agfundernews.com/carbon-credits-in-ag-dishing-the-dirt.html%3Fct%3Dt%28EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_7_15%29%26goal%3D0_8e101ace96-7f71d6a52f-99671913?subject=
mailto:https://agfundernews.com/nestle-to-enter-cell-cultured-protein-market-in-tie-up-with-future-meat.html%3Fct%3Dt%28EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_7_15%29%26goal%3D0_8e101ace96-7f71d6a52f-99671913?subject=
https://www.farmingahead.com.au/future-of-farming/news/1413173/world-first-3d-printed-parts-for-red-meat-processing-plants?utm_source=Farming+Ahead&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FAH+Top+5+-+11+Jul+2021&utm_term=Top+5+articles+this+week&utm_content=97988&gator_td=Hv%2bprlL0bVM6GpiGhDnvdo0IZnd%2fN9BoEj29tu86BWwK9FfnUgVgvJg53b3%2f%2bT7z9ItjOHzjrA%2bGSt%2fRWlS8tu4JdOEidlqxiOrpnB1TZCoiquKnFbMUzc1TgjisWFUXV2eDYE5rt8vExtPoJ4%2bWag%3d%3d
mailto:https://www.growag.com/highlights/article/world-first-program-delivers-elite-genetics-for-manuka-honey-and-oil-production-1%3Fmkt_tok%3DNjQzLU5PRy0zMDAAAAF-atyZ6Y72VAmhfgYAM_TCIfBbiMkTFro3_wvyYR8xZI0dO1HoPcTzJU6EP0U8ct8GdKrQGvL2suiPhCSKJ5-Oz2v57_ExaZ8V7_o_aQ?subject=
https://www.soilscienceaustralia.org.au/events/annual-boodja-lecture-wa-branch-date-and-time-tbc/
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Podcasts of the Month
agtech...so	what?
Episode	 -	Biologicals:	snake	oil	or	science,	and	how	do	we	
know?
Biologicals are touted as one possible solution to help farm-
ers shift toward lower chemical intensity production while in-
creasing yields. Companies, with solutions from biostimulants 
to biopesticides to biofertilizers, are promising natural, chem-
ical-free alternatives and complements to existing inputs such 
as fertilizers and pesticides. But biologicals also have a repu-
tation for being ‘snake oil,’ with companies making claims that 
seem too good to be true, or that don’t stack up outside the lab.
So what’s the science behind biologicals, and how do we know 
they work? And when they do work, how do we get them in the 
hands of more farmers? Listen here.

The	Profitable	Farmer
Episode	71	-	Success	Leaves	Clues
In this podcast, we hear the story of a 95-year-old gentleman 
– also a great Australian businessman and entrepreneur. This 
story is told through the eyes of his now 62-year-old son – also a 
great Australian businessman and entrepreneur. This is a story 
of initiative, passion, grit, determination and persistence. We 
hear about dedication to making a difference of significance to 
an industry that he and his incredible wife genuinely love. We 
hear of how it feels for that same husband and wife team to see 
their 38-year-old vision and dream become a reality.

The	Drafting	Gate
Episode	-	Hot	Off	the	Ag	Tech	Press!	
There are some innovative new ag technologies coming in the 
sheep industry right now and to explain them, Janelle South 
is joined by John Paul ‘JP’ Collins a research officer with the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
with over 15 years of experience in agricultural technologies. JP 
shares with The Sheep’s Back the research into these new tech-
nologies and what gives a hint of what is in store for the future 
of sheep technology.

https://www.agtechsowhat.com/agtechsowhatepisodes/2021/6/28/biologicals-snake-oil-or-science?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=biologicals_snake_oil_or_science_plus_a_positive_climate_podcast_and_more_from_the_agthentic_group&utm_term=2021-07-28
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O A T  R E S E A R C H

F I E L D  W A L K

8 : 0 0 a m - 1 1 : 0 0 a m  

T u e s d a y ,  3 r d  A u g u s t

B r a d f o r d  R d ,  M i n i g i n

A n  e s s e n t i a l  d a y  f o r  t h e  o a t

g r a i n  o r  h a y  p r o d u c e r

H i g h  y i e l d i n g  N i t r o g e n  t r i a l  

V a r i e t y  t r i a l

P o s t  em e r g e n t  b r o a d l e a f  t r i a l  

P e n d i m e t h a l i n  a n d  O a t s

E v a l u a t i n g  f u t u r e  h e r b i c i d e

o p t i o n s

O a t  d i s e a s e  Up d a t e

H a y  a n d  G r a i n  Ma r k e t  Up d a t e

RSVP to Jordy Medlen via text 0459 304 330
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